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Idaho continues to be a focal point for ongoing legal battles over state laws that totally ban or otherwise severely restrict

access to abortion services from health care providers. As expected, in early March the Trump Administration dismissed a

pending DOJ federal lawsuit brought against the State of Idaho under the Biden Administration, which sought a ruling that

Idaho’s ban on abortions conflicted with the hospital’s Emergency Medical Treatment &amp; Labor Act (EMTALA) emergency

care obligations. Idaho’s AG announced on March 5 that the DOJ was dismissing the lawsuit because EMTALA does not

require abortions that otherwise would arguably conflict with Idaho’s Defense of Life Act. Rather, the Idaho statute permits

an abortion based upon the medical judgement of a physician who, in good faith, believes the mother’s life is threatened. In a

separate lawsuit filed by St. Luke’s Health System – Idaho’s largest hospital network – against the State, a federal judge issued

an injunction on March 20. The injunction temporarily shields St. Luke’s and its providers from criminal prosecution under

Idaho’s abortion law for performing abortions in emergencies, which will remain in effect while the case continues to be

litigated.
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https://www.justice.gov/archives/jmd/media/1236006/dl
https://www.ag.idaho.gov/newsroom/ag-labrador-announces-dismissal-of-emtala-challenge-to-idaho-defense-of-life-act/
https://litigationtracker.law.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/St.-Lukes-Health-System-LTD_2025.03.20._MEMORANDUM-DECISION-AND-ORDER.pdf
https://hooperlundy.com

