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Numerous nursing associations have joined a federal lawsuit launched by several Democrat-led states in response to the

Department of Education’s final rule that removes advanced nursing degrees from the definition of “professional degree” for

federal student loan purposes. Absent such inclusion, nurses seeking post-baccalaureate nursing degrees will be subject to

the $100K aggregate cap on federal loans for graduate education. This move could force many graduate nursing students to

rely upon high-interest loans or forego furthering their education altogether. In turn, fewer advanced practice nurses (APNs)

may enter the workforce in coming years, threatening an already severe shortage of primary care practitioners. The

Department of Education claims the rule will incentivize institutions to control increasing tuition costs. The rule goes into

effect July 1.
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https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/coalition-attorneys-general-sue-block-federal-student-loan-caps
https://fingfx.thomsonreuters.com/gfx/legaldocs/lbpgyelqepq/05192026doe.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/democratic-led-states-sue-over-trump-administrations-student-loan-restrictions-2026-05-19/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/05/01/2026-08556/reimagining-and-improving-student-education-federal-student-loan-program-final-regulations
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/democratic-led-states-sue-over-trump-administrations-student-loan-restrictions-2026-05-19/
https://hooperlundy.com

