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“The start of my work in health policy coincided with the dawn of the

Affordable Care Act and the dramatic changes and challenges that this

new legal landscape presented to providers. That is what galvanized my

desire to focus on the legal, regulatory, and payment issues they face

so they could focus on serving patients.”

Erin Sclar focuses her practice on an array of matters for publicly funded

health centers and safety net providers, as well as issues facing start-up

health care providers and large health systems alike, including those pursuing

innovative care delivery models. Her long involvement in public health

predates her legal career, with an extensive policy and advocacy background

informing her current practice, especially regarding Medicaid payment rates

and disputes. 

Providers receive well-researched and actionable guidance from Erin, who

understands that her answers and counsel directly impact their abilities to

deliver care to the most vulnerable patients, including those needing mental

and behavioral health services. She helps her clients navigate the unique legal

framework that applies to the health care work of county governments, public

healthcare districts, and other publicly funded providers. This includes

extensive experience with the California Emergency Medical Services Act and

providing guidance to California counties regarding the provision of exclusive

ambulance services. Erin is also actively involved in litigation in federal court

and at the trial and appellate levels in California, including responding to

requests for temporary restraining orders and other emergency motions.   

Prior to attending law school, Erin worked in diverse health care advocacy and

policy roles, including founding a consulting practice focused on Medicaid

advocacy in Florida, teaching policy to social work graduate students at the

University of South Florida, and serving as a legislative affairs associate for a

national hospital trade association in Washington, D.C.

Erin’s subsequent academic career was equally focused on health policy. In

law school, she served as a judicial extern in the Northern District of

California, was a research fellow at the UCSF/UC Hastings Consortium on Law,

Science, and Health Policy, and was a legal intern for the Harvard Law School
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Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation. She graduated summa cum laude and Order of the Coif from UC College

of the Law San Francisco (fka University of California, Hastings College of the Law) and served as the president of the

law school’s Health Law Organization.

Representative Matters

Successfully defended emergency motion for a temporary restraining order regarding ambulance service in a

major California county.

Litigated Medicaid payment rate action against the State of Florida regarding reimbursement to a federally

qualified health center.

Counseled numerous health care providers on implementation of innovative health care delivery models,

including scope of practice issues and telehealth.

Assisted in securing a landmark appellate victory in the in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

for a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) in a major Medicaid reimbursement dispute. This precedent-

setting decision has significant implications for providers seeking to challenge state Medicaid agencies. Family

Health Centers of Sw. Fla., Inc. v. Agency for Health Care Admin.,  83 F.4th 1341 (11th Cir. 2023).

Recognition

Best Lawyers, Ones to Watch, Health Care Law, 2025-2026

Professional Affiliations

California Society of Health Care Attorneys

American Health Law Association

American Bar Association

News

35 HLB Attorneys Receive Recognition by Best Lawyers in America 2026

HLB Lawyers Published in Reuters

Thirty-One HLB Attorneys Have Been Named “Best Lawyers in America 2025” and “Ones to Watch”

Alicia Macklin and Erin Sclar Published in the Daily Journal, “SB 43: Revised definition now includes severe
substance use disorders and expanded criteria”

Alicia Macklin and Erin Sclar present at CSHRM and SCAHRM’s Behavioral Health Risk Management
Symposium

Insights

HLB’s Health Equity Essentials Blog

HLB’s Health Equity Essentials Blog

Supreme Court Imposes Formidable Barrier to Enforcing Medicaid Rights, Demanding New Strategic
Approaches: Medina v. Planned Parenthood South Atlantic

HLB’s Health Equity Essentials Blog

Changes to California’s Behavioral Health Care System: Expansion of Eligibility for Conservatorship or
Involuntary Care; Funding and Capital Projects; SUD Treatment
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